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WALTHAM  HOLY  CR0G5  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of-  the  Waltham  Holy  Cross 

Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report, 
including  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 

In  the  statistical  tables  which  follow,  births  and  deaths 
have  been  corrected  for  "inward"  and  "outward"  transfers  -  i.e., 
they  refer  only  to  persons  who  normally  reside  in  the  District, 
and  they  include  all  births  and  deaths  among  them  wherever 
occurring.  They  have  also  been  adjusted  to  allow  for  any 
difference  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  local  population 
when  compared  with  the  averages  for  England  and  Wales.  Infectious 
diseases,  however,  are  allocated  to  the  district  in  which  they 
arise  irrespective  of  place  of  normal  residence  of  the  patient. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

There  has  been  no  significant  change  in  total  birth  rates 
or  death  rates.  I  am  pleased  to  report  no  deaths  during  the 
year  from  motor  vehicle  accidents,  and  only  two  deaths  of  infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  from 
childbirth  or  abortion  and  no  congenital  malformations. 

There  was  a  sharp  outbreak  of  measles  in  a  mild  form,  but 
otherwise  very  little  infectious  disease.  There  were  only  two 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified,  and  no  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  1961  was  a  most  satisfactory  year 
indeed  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  health  of  the  District. 


In  concluding,  I  would  again  like  to  record  my  appreciation 
to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  continued 
help  and  co-operation,  and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year* 


H.  FRANKS ,  M.B.,  E.S.,  B.Hy*,  D.P.H*, 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 


•  •  t  e  *  •  •  o  •  •• 


e  1  «  o  o  c 


Civilian  Population  (mid  1961)  . 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31st  December,  i960) 
Rateable  value  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


•  •  0  «  •  • 


10,959 

11,660 

3,383 

£216,515 

£860 


Live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2^8 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (standardised)  19«2 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  3*9 

Total  live  and  still-births .  259 

Infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total  7«7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  legitimate  3*8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  illegitimate  3*8 


Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (First 

four  weeks) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
Death  rate  (standardised)  per  1,000  population 


3*8 

5.ob% 

0 

0 

9*8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  GIVEN  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 

FOR  THE  YEAR"  19^1 


Males  Females.  Total 


Tuberculosis  respiratory  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  ^ 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  0 

Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms,  *+ 

other  sites 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  6 

Coronary  disease,  angina  7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 

Other  heart  disease  6 

Other  circulatory  disease  1 

Influenza  1 

Pneumonia  2 

Bronchitis  9 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  2 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  0 

All  other  accidents  4- 

0 


56 


0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

1 

1 

33 


0 

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

5 

7 

13 

2 

10 

2 

1 

3 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

0 

5 

l 

89 


Suicide 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(a)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  of  the  Local  Authority  (see  page  1). 

(b)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  A  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory 

operates  at  St,  Margaret's  Hospital,  Epping.  Milk,  water 
and  ice  cream  samples  are  examined  at  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street,  Gray's 
Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.l.  Milk  samples  for  biological 
examination  are  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Chelmsford. 

(c)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.  Transport  of  the  sick  and  injured 

and  maternity  cases  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Essex 
County  Council  and  is  free  of  charge. 

In  cases  of  accident  or  emergency,  an  ambulance  is 
obtained  by  dialling  999  on  any  Waltham  Cross  telephone. 
Where  there  is  no  dialling  system  it  is  sufficient  to 
lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an  ambulance  to  be  sent  to 
the  place  required,  or  to  deliver  the  message  personally 
to  the  Fire  Station,  Romeland,  Waltham  Abbey.  Calls  of 
a  non-urgent  nature  are  only  accepted  from  responsible 
persons  in  the  service,  e.g.  doctors,  nurses,  etc. 

(d)  HOSPITALS.  The  hospital  serving  the  area  are  administered 

by  the  North-East  London  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(e)  CHILD  WELFARE.  The  Essex  County  Council  (Forest  Area) 

is  the  Welfare  Authority  for  the  district.  Clinics  are 
held  at  the  following  times  at  "The  Cedars",  Seward stone 
Road,  Waltham  Abbey :- 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  Every  Friday  at  2  p.m. 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN  (Minor  ailments).  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesday  in  each  month  at  10.0  a.m.  No  charge  is 
made. 

ANT E- N AT AL  CLINIC.  Every  Monday  at  2  p.m. 

W OMEN ' S  'WE LF ARE .  1st  Monday.  By  appointment  only. 
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RELAXATION  CLASS  FOR  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS.  Every 
Tuesday  afternoon.  (By  appointment  only) . 

SPEECH  THERAPIST.  By  appointment  only. 

UPSHIRE  VILLAGE  HALL  (WEIGHING  CENTRE) .  Alternate 
Thursdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE.  BREACH  BARNS  CARAVAN  SITE . 

1st  and  3^3  Wednesday  at  2.30  p.m. 

(f)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE »  The  Education  Authority  is  the 

Essex  County  Council.  School  nurses  inspect  the 

children  regularly,  and  there  is  a  medical  inspection 
at  each  school  not  less  than  once  per  year.  Advice 
and  treatment  are  provided  at  the  Combined  Treatment 
Centre  at  the  appropriate  sessions  as  listed  above. 

(g)  TUBERCULOSIS  SERVICE.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Honey 

Lane  Hospital,  Waltham  Abbey,  every  Monday  at  2  p.m., 
for  new  patients. 

During  the  year  the  Care  Association  for  the  area 
covering  the  Chlgwell,  Epping,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Ongar 
districts  continued  to  function.  The  Association 
assists  cases  awaiting  admission  to  sanatorium  in  various 
ways  and  arranges  also  for  admission  of  child  contacts 
to  convalescent  homes.  It  concerns  itself  also  with  the 
after  care  of  patients  by  assistance  in  obtaining  material 
for  occupational  therapy  and  whenever  possible,  suitable 
employment  for  those  fit  to  work.  The  Association  is 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  and  receives  also  a 
grant  from  the  County  Council.  The  Honorary  Secretary  i; 
Mrs.  B.  Hands,  52,  Dacre  Gardens,  Chigwell. 

(h)  DISTRICT  NURSES',  HEALTH  VISITORS' ,  MIDWIVES1  SERVICES  AND 

HOME  HELPS  are  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  and 
administered  locally  by  Forest  Area  Health  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Council. 
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The  Area  Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  F.G.  Brown,  M.B.,  B.Ch. , 
D.P.H.,  Municipal  Offices,  Woodford,  E.l8,  from  whom  the 
following  statistics  have  been  received :- 

VISITS  PAID  BY  HEALTH  VISITORS 


1st  Visits 
Under  1  year  ... 
1-5  years 
All  others 


Re-Vi,slts 
264  Under  1  year 

86  1-5  years 

87 


449 

619 


CASES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES 

(a)  As  midwives  •••  . . 

(b)  As  Maternity  . 

VISITS  MADE  3Y  HOME  NURSES 


...  34 

...  38 

...  4,114 


ATTENDANCES  AT  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 


Ante-Natal 

Post-Natal 


•  ••  •  ©  •  o  •  •  •  9  ©  toe  •  o  ©  ••• 


•  ••  o  ©  •  •••  •  t  0  ©oo  •  o  ©  •  I  © 


474 

Nil 


ATTENDANCES  AT  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Infants  under  1  year . .  .  3 >032 

Children  1-5  vears .  541 


ATTENDANCES  AT  WOMEN »S  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Birth  Control  (1st  visits)  ...  ...  .  13 

Birth  Control  (Re-visits)  . 

TOTAL  71 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

(SECTIONS  C.  D  &  E) 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  22nd  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  with 
particular  reference  to  the  year  1961. 

All  matters  pertaining  to  public  health  were  dealt 
with  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Meat  Inspection  again 
claimed  precedence  over  other  activities. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  Council,  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Mr.  Cuthbertson,  and  all  other 
colleagues  for  their  invaluable  co-operation  and  assistance 
during  the  year. 


W.H.  Meynell,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


-10- 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  2,697; 
details  regarding  the  nature  of  these  inspections  are  given  in 
the  following  tables. 

The  Department  received  225  complaints  covering  a  variety 
of  subjects;  all  were  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Summary 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  other  than 

housing  defects  ..•  . . . 

Number  of  premises  other  than  houses  inspected  • . 

Premises  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  . 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ... 


•  •  • 


123 

72 

19*+7 

313 

60 

182 

2697 


Included  in  the  above  tables  are  the  following  classified 

visits :- 


1. 

Bakehouses  • 

•  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

2. 

Camping  Sites 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

21 

3. 

Cattle  Market 

•  • 

©  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6b 

4. 

General  Market  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6b 

5. 

Petroleum  Acts 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

b7 

6. 

Licensed  Premises 

•  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

21 

7. 

Shops  ...  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

180 

8. 

Hawkers  ...  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

23 

9. 

Nurseries  ...  . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6l 

10. 

Factories  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

•  »  • 

88 

11. 

Piggeries  ... 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

12. 

Infectious  Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

13. 

Rats  and  mice  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

17 
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l*f*  Slaughterhouses  . .  .  1085 

15*  Swimming  Pool  . .  ...  •••  3 

lo»  Dairies  *  *  *  •••  •••  •••  28 

17.  Drainage  ...  •  •  •  •  * . . .  85 

18*  Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  118 

Details  of  inspections  of  food  premises  and  factories 
are  given  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  this  report* 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 
(under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  •••  123 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  notices  .  2*+ 

Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  ,  1938  • • •  • • •  •••  *  * .  ••*  •  o •  8 

•  *  *  i 

PETROLEUM  ACTS'  AND  REGULATIONS 

Licences  granted  during  1961  •••  •••  •••  38 

*+7  Visits  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of 

*  **  •  * 

the  Acts  were  being  observed.  Conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory* 

During  the  year  several  new  petrol  tanks  were  installed 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations.  The  pressure  test  was 

*■  ‘  %  '  <m  ■ 

» 

applied  in  each  case  with  satisfactory  results. 

*  *  *  • 

f 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  .  -  1949. 

•  \  »  X  * 

The  sewers  were  baited  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  method  of  baiting 

heavily  in  parts  of  the  system  where  "takes"  were  registered 

•  *•  ■  ♦  •  «  •, 

was  continued  with  satisfactory  results. 

4 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  area  was  made  for  the  presence 
of  rats  and  mice.  The  work  of  disinfestation  was  effected 
where  necessary;  a  free  service  being  given  to  domestic  premises 
and  a  charge  being  made  for  business  premises. 
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The  Contract  service  formerly  given  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Department  and  now  operated  by  the 
Council  was  continued  successfully.  There  was  a  failure  to 
renew  contracts  on  the  part  of  some  farmers  in  the  area  because 
of  our  inability  to  deal  with  rabbits,  moles,  pigeons,  foxes, 
etc. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  of  wasps,  ants, 
flies  and  mosquitoes.  The  Department  was  able  to  deal 
effectively  with  most  of  these  but  the  fly  remains  a  problem. 

An  open  ditch  at  Townmead  was  infested  by  mosquitoes  and 
caused  serious  nuisance  to  the  occupants  of  nearby  houses. 

It  was  discovered  that  the  sink  waste  from  a  nearby  house  was 
discharging  into  the  ditch  and  thus  adding  to  the  trouble. 

The  fitting  was  promptly  properly  connected  to  the  soil  system. 
A  weekly  spray  with  Zaldecide  Powder  kept  the  situation  under 
control. 
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Works  effected  under  the  Act  to  the  31st  December,  1961,  are  as 
follows 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

ft 

Non- Agricultural 


Dwelling 

All  other 

Houses 

(inc. 

Total  of 

Local 

(inc.  Council  Business 

Cols.  1, 

Agric 

Authority 

Houses) 

Premises) 

2  &  3. 

tura 

1. 

No.  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

17 

3071 

289 

3377 

132 

2. 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under 

3 

43 

56 

17 

76 

t 

the  Act. 

858 

127 

1028 

10$ 

(c)  Otherwise  (o.g. 

when  visited 

primarily  for 
some  other 

purpose) 

5 

0 

0 

0 

c 

3. 

Total  inspections 

46 

914 

144 

1104 

115 

4. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 

by  1 

(a)  Rats 

(Maj or) 

0 

0 

C 

0 

2 

(Minor) 

18 

138 

4l 

197 

23 

(b)  Mice 

(Major) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

(Minor) 

3 

28 

16 

4  7 

2 

5. 

No.  of  infested 

properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 

21 

166 

57 

244 

25 

6. 

Total  treatments 
carried  out.  inc. 
re-treatmen£s 

21 

166 

57 

244 

25 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL 

OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT. 

i960. 

Number  of  sites  for  which 

licences  have  been 

issued  by  the 

Local  Authority 

•  #  l  #  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

Number  of  campers  during  1961  (approx)  •••  .  1500 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  544  caravans  in  the  area.  The 
Woodbine  Close  Caravan  Site  formerly  operated  by  the  Council  was  taken 
over  by  the  owner  in  June.  Proposals  to  considerably  extend  the  site 
have  been  approved.  This  development  should  naturally  assist  those 
people  who  utilise  this  form  of  accommodation. 
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Other  sites  licenced  are  putting  work  in  hand  to  comply  with 
the  Model  Standards  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 

Twenty-one  visibs  were  made  during  the  year. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  Council  continued  its  participation  in  the  Essex  County 
Council’s  Scheme  for  recording  pollution  of  the  atmosphere. 

Daily  readings  of  the  volumetric  instrument  are  taken  in  the 
Department.  The  deposit  gauge  and  lead  peroxide  instruments  are 
submitted  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Thresh  House, 
Verulam  Street,  Gray’s  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.l.  for  examination 
and  analysis  at  monthly  intervals. 

Observations  were  made  of  the  various  stacks  in  the  area  and 
generally  conditions  were  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 
Exceptions  were  the  smoke  from  the  boilers  used  for  "steam  raising" 
in  the  nurseries  during  soil  sterilisation.  There  has  been  ample 
time  for  this  matter  to  have  received  the  attention  required  by 
the  nurserymen  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
where  contraventions  occur  must  be  expected. 

Despite  the  Minister’s  undertaking  that  Crown  premises  would 
co-operate  in  the  implementing  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  the  Eastern 
Electricity  Board’s  Power  Station  at  Brimsdown  continues  to  be  a 
major  source  of  pollution  in  this  area, 

LICENCED  PREMISES 


Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  licenced  premises  and  conditions 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE 

The  area  is  sewered  in  the  main  to  an  outfall  at  the  Old 
Sewerage  Works  in  Brooker.  From  there  it  is  pumped  under  the 
River  Lea  and  thence  by  gravity  to  the  Middlesex  Works  at  Deephams. 
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In  addition  the  Sewardstonebury  area  is  drained  to  a  small 
but  satisfactory  works  in  Sewardstonebury ^  one  from  a  small 
area  in  the  Fox  and  Hounds  district  is  drained  to  Chingford, 
and  one  farm  to  the  Epping  and  Ongar  Rural  District. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collection  is  made  weekly  from  all  properties  in  the  area 

by  two  modern  S.D.  vehicles. 

Problems  of  disposal  are  always  with  us  but  one  wonders 
whether  individual  tipping  is  the  answer.  What  happens  when 
there  are  no  more  holes  to  be  filled?  One  would  have  thought 
that  constituent  authorities  North  of  the  Thames  could  get 
together  and  form  a  Rogional  Board  for  the  purpose  of  the 
destruction  and  disposal  of  refuse.  A  central  point  to  be 
aimed  at  and  costs  apportioned  accordingly. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  a  small  charge. 

CESSPOOLS 

Cesspools  are  emptied  quarterly  by  Contract. 

ROADS 

Council  maintained  streets  are  scavenged  and  gullies 
emptied  by  direct  labour. 

SALVAGE 

Waste  paper  is  collected  and  sold  to  a  paper  pulping  firm. 
Rags  and  scrap  metal  are  also  collected  and  sold. 

Pig  food  is  collected  and  processed  by  a  local  firm  holdini 

contract  with  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Conveniences  are  provided  for  both  sexes  at  the  "Kipg  s 
Oak”,  High  Beech  (during  the  summer  months),  at  the  Town  Hall 
and  Farm  Hill  Road.  Unfortunately  these  properties  suffer 
seriously  from  wilfu}.  damage. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  district  is  within  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board's 
area  of  supply.  There  are  outlying  parts  of  the  district 
which  do  not  receive  the  benefit  of  this  supply  and  depend 
solely  on  water  from  shallow  wells. 

The  water  in  the  wells  in  the  "Wake  Arms"  area  although 
reported  as  "fit  for  domestic  purposes"  is  extremely  acid  in 
reaction.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  that  the  supply  is 
adequate  for  the  business  premises  concerned.  One  shudders 
to  think  what  may  happen  in  case  of  fire. 

At  Claverhambury,  The  Clapton  Stadium  Limited  supply 
their  dwelling  houses  and  kennels,  together  with  an  adjoining 
dairy  farm,  with  water  obtained  from  an  artesian  well. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  colour,  taste  and 
smell  of  water  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Beard  to 
premises  in  the  Nazeing  Road  area.  Samples  were  obtained 
and  analysis  showed  "the  water  to  be  of  a  most  excellent 
bacteriological  quality  but  was  of  inferios  appearance  due 
to  the  presence  of  iron  rust  in  suspension  and  it  had  a 
'metallic'  taste".  The  Engineering  Department  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board  continued  to  flush  the  main  regularly 
night  and  morning  and  a  more  favourable  report  w as  received 
on  samples  subsequently  obtained. 

Complaints  in  the  Town  area  regarding  the  "milky" 
appearance  of  the  water  was  claimed  to  be  due  to  aeration 
and  quite  harmless. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  obtained  from  wells  in  various 
parts  of  the  district  and  also  from  the  public  mains  and 
swimming  pool.  The  swimming  pool  is  privately  owned,  water 
Being  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  Favourable 
reports  were  received  from  the  Analyst  in  each  case. 
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AGRICULTURE  ( SAFETY T  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,.,JL25 

6l  Visits  were  made  to  ascertain  conditions  prevailing 
the  nurseries*  Some  premises  were  satisfactory j  in  others 
was  necessary  to  request  that  new  sanitary  accommodation  be 
provided*  All  premises  were  brought  up  to  the  standard  of 
sanitary  accommodation  required  by  the  Act  by  the  end  of  the 
year*  It  was  necessary  to  serve  two  Statutory  Notices  dur. 

the  year. 


/ 
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SECT  I  OH  D. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 
Estates  Administered  by  the  Council 


Estate  Houses 

Bung 

Bed- 

alows 

1  bed 

1  bed 

Flats. 

2  bed 

3  bed 

Maison- 
ett  es • 

Total 

sitters 

Tie Id  Walk 

68 

10 

4 

82 

Hill  Gardens 

16 

16 

?s  Drive 

16 

16 

3d  Mile 

20 

2 

22 

Avenue 

62 

62 

?ook  Road 

9 

i 

3. in  Place 

3 

3 

11 

4 

21 

Hill  Road 

:2 

2 

;  Close 

10 

1C 

Ladevjay 

12 

12 

Court 

6 

6 

i  Crescent 

34 

34 

Lane 

28 

4 

32 

b  Square 

1 

1 

4 

6 

aoster  Hill 

80 

2 

82 

Kill 

165 

2 

167 

esfield  Estate 

l6o 

28 

28 

216 

on  Road 

l 

4 

5 

istone  Street 

3 

2 

4 

9 

r  Street 

3 

3 

son  Avenue 

20 

20 

re  Road 

36 

36 

733 

24 

28 

41 

37 

1 

4 

868 

red  properties 

28 

28 

TOTAL 

761 

24 

28 

4l 

37 

1 

4 

896 
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The  total  number  of  families  rehoused  in  Council  accommodation 
during  the  year  amounted  to  4l  (12;?  persons))  made  up  as  follows. «• 

New  dwellings  •  ••  •••  .  H  ^1+  Persons) 

Transfers  •••  •••  . . .  •••  5  (1*+  persons) 


•  •  • 


...  13  (46  persons) 


Re-lets 

Mutual  exchanges  •••  •••  . .  1^  (*+l  persons) 

There  are  only  eleven  properties  still  to  be  cleared  in  the 
first  stage  of  the  Council’s  redevelopment  scheme.  Six  families 
(11  persons)  were  rehoused  during  the  year  in  permanent 
accommodation.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  first  stage  will  be 

finally  cleared  towards  the  end  of  1962. 

It  has  only  been  possible  to  clear  two  houses,  scheduled  as 
unfit)  during  the  year.  The  occupants)  a  total  of  six  persons , 


31 


being  rehoused  in  permanent  accommodation. 

The  total  number  of  new  iwellings  completed  during  the  year 

amounted  to  55,  as  follows i- 

Council  properties  . .  H 

Private  properties  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925,  was  as  follows s- 

1.  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  •••  •••  ••• 

2.  Number  of  houses  the  defects  of  which  were  remedied 

in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ••• 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a  view  to 

(a)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  ••• 

(b)  The  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders 

4.  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 


•  •  • 


24 


•  •  • 


6 

3 


of  works 


•  •  • 


•  • 


•  t  • 


31 


5.  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  ••• 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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d.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  3 

7.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 

undertaking  was  accepted  under  subsection  (3) 
of  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  •••  •••  1 

S.  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  •••  •••  •••  27 

Under  (8)  Twenty-five  houses  were  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Three  houses  were  submitted  as  being  unfit  for  human 
labitation  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Two  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  Informal  notices 
//ere  served  and  abatement  of  the  overcrowding  secured. 

The  Urban  District  Council's  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is 
Mr.  George  Clarke,  A.R.I.C.S.,  M.I.Mun.S.,  and  the  Housing 
Manager  is  Mr.  E.H.  Entwisle,  A.R.V.A* 


■ 
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SECTION  5 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACTS,  1933  and  195P . 

Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  vendors  .  63 

Food  Hawkers. 

Number  of  persons  registered  .  16 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Slaughterhouses  Act.  1958. 

The  new  abattoir  owned  by  the  Enfield  Highway  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd. ,  commenced  operations  in  July.  This  is  a  good 
unit  and  has  been  designed  to  cater  for  35  -  *+0  cattle,  and 
a  commensurate  number  of  smalls  a  day.  It  it  well  constructed 
and  is  operated  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

The  Waltham  Abbey  Abattoir  changed  hands  in  July,  being 
taken  over  by  City  Meats  Wholesalers  Ltd.  Proposals  have  been 
approved  for  an  extension  to  the  premises  and  an  increase  in 
"through-put"  is  promised. 

There  are  four  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  they 

are 

1.  Enfield  Highway  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 

B r o o ke a** Hpad Wakt ham" •  Abbey,  Essex. 

2.  Messrs.  Farmer  Butchers  Ltd., 

10,  Sun  Street,  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex. 

3.  Waltham  Abbey  Abattoir  Ltd., 

Sewardstone,  E.4. 

4-.  Waltham  Abbey  Abattoir  Ltd. , 

Sewardstone,  E.4. 
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The  following  animals  were  inspected  during  the  year  - 

5  Bulls 
706  Cows 
1>100  Heigers 
2,2 57  Steers 
1,955  Calves 
37,309  Pigs 

22,339  Sheep  and  Lambs 
422  Horses 
9  Goats 

TOTAL  66,102 

The  following  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption 

4  Cows  carcases 

8  Sheep  carcases 
21  Pigs  carcases 

130  Pigs  lungs 
516  Pigs  plucks 
223  Pigs  heads 

7  Sow  hindquarters 
2  Hands  of  pork 
25  Legs  of  pork 
365  Cows  livers 
79  Bullocks  livers 
71  Part  Bovine  livers 

9  Bovine  heads  and  tongues 
1  Bovine  tongue 

1  Bovine  heart 

1  Bovine  kidney 
10  Bovine  lungs 

121  Sheep  pluckr 

5  Shoulders  of  lamb 

2  Legs  of  lamb 
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1  Calf  carcase 
1  Leg  of  beef 
1  Forequarter  of  beef 
190  lbs.  of  meat  trimmings 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  thus  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
n  consumption  was:- 

8  tons,  6  cwts.,  3  qtrs.,  23  lbs. 

A3ES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED : - 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

er  killed  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

3362 

706 

1955 

22339 

37309 

er  inspected  • • • 

#  •  • 

3362 

706 

1955 

22339 

37309 

DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS: 

e  carcases  condemned 

•  t  • 

- 

h 

1 

8 

20 

ases  of  which  some  part 
organ  was  condemned 

•  9  9 

178 

366 

- 

128 

680 

entage  of  the  number 
pected  affected  with 
eases  other  than  tuberculosis 

5.3 

52. b 

.05 

0.6 

1.87 

IRCULOSIS  ONLY: 

e  carcases  condemned 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

:ases  of  which  some  part 
organ  was  condemned 

•  •  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

223 

entage  of  the  number 
>pected  affected  with 
>erculosis  . 

•  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.6 

:icercus  BOVIS 

•  *•  *» 

Systematic  examination 

of  all 

carcases 

did  not 

reveal 

any  affected 

he  parasite. 
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All  meat  surrendered  is  disposed  of  to  reputable  contractors 
who  sterilise  the  unfit  meat  in  steam  digesters.  The  resulting 
product  is  utilised  in  industry.  All  other  foods  are  rendered 
innocuous  by  boiling  and  used  for  pig  food;  where  this  is  not 
practicable  the  articles  are  burnt. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  rose  by  13,758;  66,102 

for  1961  against  52,3^4  for  i960.  It  will  be  seen  that  an 
average  of  over  1,270  animals  a  week  were  slaughtered  and  inspect 
This  entailed  a  great  deal  of  additional  work  for  the  Officers  <*f 
the  Department  mostly  outside  of  normal  office  hours. 

One  learns  of  the  Ministry’s  intention  to  obtain  one  hundred 
per  cent  inspection  by  making  the  inspection  of  meat  compulsory. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  trade  should  pay  for  inspection. 

Evidence  of  inspection  to  be  provided  by  meat  marking. 

A  system  of  meat  marking  ultimately  requires  that  an  Inspecl 
be  present  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  Imagine  the  difficulties  : 
an  area  such  as  this  where  two  Inspectors  have  to  effect  the  worl 
of  the  District  as  a  whole  as  well  as  inspect  all  meat  slaughters 
in  the  four  slaughterhouses. 

The  largest  abattoir  has  had  plans  approved  for  a  considera' 
extension  to  its  premises  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  "through¬ 
put  " . 

The  Ministry  has  declined  to  consider  the  control  of  the  day 
and  time  of  slaughter  -  the  trade  rejoices.  However,  there  is 

no  rejoicing  in  the  Health  Departments  of  the  areas  concerned. 
When  one  considers  that  the  hours  during  which  food  is  sold  are 
controlled  by  legislation  one  wonders  why  a  similar  requirement 
is  not  applied  to  premises  where  food  is  produced.  Entry  to 
premises  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  requires  twent 
four  hours  notice  -  Building  Byelaw  notices  require  a  similar 
period.  Where  the  slaughtering  of  animals  is  concerned  it  can 
and  does  proceed  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  without  control  | 
of  any  kind. 
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The  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  are  at  the  "beck  and 
call"  of  the  dealer  whose  hours  are  determined  by  the  price 
of  meat  in  the  wholesale  market.  The  higher  the  price  -  the 
longer  the  hours! 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  retail  personnel  under  these 
conditions.  I  can  visualise  a  drift  of  Inspectors  away  from 
areas  where  abattoirs  function  at  abnormal  hours.  When  one  is 
working  during  the  evenings  -  at  weekends  -  at  Bank  Holidays 
and  other  Officers  are  free  it  becomes  irksome  and  tiring. 
Furthermore,  it  is  unfair  to  the  Officers  concerned  and  their 

families. 

As  a  Public  Health  Officer  I  wish  the  Minister's  proposal 
every  success  because  I  believe  that  all  meat  should  be  inspected, 
but  why  place  the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Local 
Authority  without  giving  them  adequate  powers  to  control  the 

procedure? 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  193 ^-19^ 

There  are  twenty  slaughtermen  licensed  under  the  Act. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  195.1. 

•  All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected.  The 
following  articles  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human 

consumption 

l  X 

5  -  1  lb.  13  oz.  tin  pears. 

2  -  tins  pears. 

2  -  li  lb.  tins  pineapple  cubes. 

1-1  lb.  tin  pineapple  chunks. 

3  -  tins  pineapple. 

1  -  11  oz.  tin  mandarin  oranges. 

1  tin  oranges. 

7  -  1  lb.  b  oz.  jar  apricots. 
b  -  1  lb.  jars  plum  jam. 

7  -  1  lb.  jars  jam. 
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5-1  lb.  tins  stewed  steak. 

1- 6  lb.  tin  corned  beef. 

6  -  6  lb.  tins  corned  mutton. 

3-10  lb.  tins  lambs  liver. 

84  lbs.  pig  kidneys. 

2- 1  lb.  cartons  lambs  sweetbreads. 

2-g*  lb.  chopped  ham. 

4  -  7  lb.  tins  chopped  ham. 

1  -  17  lb.  10  oz.  tin  cooked  ham. 

3  lbs.  cooked  pork  shoulder. 

1- 8  lb.  8  oz.  tin  cooked  shoulder  pork. 
1  -  4  lb.  tin  chopped  pork. 

2- 6  lb.  tins  jellied  veal. 

1  tin  sardines. 

2  tins  tomatoes. 

3  tins  milk  pudding. 


Foods  are  sampled  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Officer  of 
the  Essex  County  Council,  and  he  supplies  me  with  reports 
thereon. 

The  following  samples  were  reported  upon  during  19615- 


Milks  (12)  ...  ... 

Steak  and  Kidney  pie  (1) 
Party  pies  (1)  • . . 

Ground  nutmeg  (1)  ... 

Ground  white  pepper  (1) 
Malt  vinegar  (1)  . . . 

Pure  mustard  (1)  ... 


Genuine . 
Genuine • 
Genuine . 
Genuine • 
Genuine. 
Genuine • 
Genuine • 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS.  1969. 


All  premises  affected  by  the  Regulations  were  visited 
during  the  year.  180  Visits  in  all  being  made.  Satisfactory 
conditions  were  found  to  prevail. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD . 

The  Essex  County  Council  deals  principally  with  matters 
coming  under  this  heading.  I  am  informed  that  all  samples 
taken  for  examination  in  the  area  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
In  addition  50  samples'  of  milk  and  2k  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  examination  and  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street,  Gray*s  Inn  Road, 
London,  W.C.I.,  through  the  Essex  County  Council  Bacteriological 
Service. 

Examination  of  ice  cream  samples  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  Grading  system.  Samples 
submitted  were  graded  as  follows s- 

'  '  1  2k 

2 

3 

Seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination  at  the  Chelmsford  and  District  Hospital. 

Samples  are  obtained  at  the  request  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  are  paid  for  by  the  County  Council. 

Samples  of  milk  were  submitted  as  follows 


Tuberculin  Tested 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pasteurised  • . • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

19 

T.T. /Pasteurised 

•  •  • 

•  •  o 

10 

Biological  Examination 

»  •  • 

17 

50 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 

There  are  68  Factories  on  the  Register  and  88  visits  were 
made  during  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory  in  those  premises  to  which  visits  were  made. 

There  are  k2  outworkers  in  the  area. 
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NUMBER  AND  TRADE  OF  OUTWORKERS  AS  AT  Blst  DECEnBBR?  196IU 


Wearing  apparel  . . 

Paper  bags  . • «  • .  •  •  * . 

Brush  making  . . »  . .  • 

Stuffed  toys  . . «  . • • 

Table  stationery  ...  • . • 


36 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1+2 


Outworkers  were  notified  from  the  following  areas j- 


Shoreditch 

...  2 

Hertford 

...  2  ' 

Che shunt 

...  21 

Finsbury 

2 

Epping 

...  2 

Hackney 

Chingford  ...  1 

Bradford  ...  1 

Tottenham  ...  9 

Walthamstow  ...  1 

Chigwell  ...  1 

. . .  1 


A  number  of  inspections  and  recommendations  have  been 
made  under  Section  3^,  dealing  with  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire. 

W.H.  MEYNELL,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  F 
(see  also  page  2) 


PREVALENCE  0FT  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Cases 

notified 


Measles  • • •  • • •  229 

Ac.  Pneumonia  •••  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Dysentery  .  1 

Meningococcal  infection  1 

Scarlet  Fever  8 


Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

MALES  FEMALES 

Pulm.  Non.  Pulm.  Pulm.  Non.  Pulm. 

0  1  10 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME 


(1)  SMALLPOX.  226  Primary  vaccinations  were  performed, 
and  23  persons  were  re-vaccinated  -  as  compared  with  last 

years  figures  of  12*+  primary  vaccinations  and  38  re-vaccinations. 

(2)  DIPHTHERIA.  Immunisations  against  diphtheria  have 
continued,  273  immunisations  and  17*+  re-inforcing  injections 
having  been  given  during  the  year,  compared  with  220  and  58 
in  the  previous  year. 
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(3)  WHOOPING  COUGH.  191  Children  completed  the 

■v 

course  of  injections  during  1961,  compared  with  199  in 
I960. 

(1+)  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATIONS. 

First  and  second  injections  ...  939 
Third  injections  ...  ...  •••  579 


^83 


Fourth  injections 


SOME  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  LAST _F I YE  YEARS 


Disgasg. 


122Z  1228  1212  1262  12ll 


Diphtheria 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Puerperal  Fever  &  Pyrexia 
Measles 


Scarlet  Fever 


2  8  11  10  8 
0  0  0  0  0 


*+  3  2  3  1 

1  0  0  0  1 


Whooping  Cough 


206  186  91  2  229 

7  0  1  b  2 


